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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an 
integrated approach to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the 
identified skill areas targeted in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the 
federal requirements established under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, 
reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific 
language arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It 
would be counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom 
teachers.  Nevertheless, everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, 
eliminating redundancy, and facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills 
and the curricula in which those skills are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach 
relevant and age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, 
and most importantly, hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary 
to previously held educational philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language 
arts skills do not exist, nor can they be taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have 
relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts classroom. Although this may sound like a 
daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the teacher to target standards from 
many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful  instruction is when students 
readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in their 
everyday lives. 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, 
animated manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, 

and appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects 

an awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various 

reading skills including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills 
through their growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 1 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature & Informational Text 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Learning and Innovation Skills 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Life and Career Skills 

 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, science, mathematics 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Stories of different genres contain various story 
elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• Stories have a problem and a solution. 
• Stories have characters. 

• What are the important elements of each story? 
• How can students draw outside connections to the 

characters? 
• What are the characteristic qualities that determine a 

story’s genre? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

•  Recognize and use grade level vocabulary 
•  Read aloud with fluency and accuracy 
•  Predict outcomes 
•  Recall and analyze story elements 
•  Compare and contrast story elements 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature 
1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
2. Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 
3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 
5. Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 
6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 
7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
9. Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 
10. With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
2. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
3. Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text. 
5. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a 
text. 
6. Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text. 
7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
9. Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 
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10. With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

• Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 
2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

• Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
• Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends. 
• Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 
• Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds (phonemes). 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
• Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters that represent one sound). 
• Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
• Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 
• Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 
• Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 
• Read words with inflectional endings. 
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Speaking and Listening 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

• Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
• Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies.  

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 
• Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  
• Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 
• Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in 

intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Guided Reading Groups 
• Learning Centers 

 

 

Differentiation 
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• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 
• Read- Alouds 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral questions/responses 
• Portfolios 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Current Anthology: 
• Team Spirit, Grade 1, Scholastic (1996) 

Suggested Literature: 
Aesop’s Fables: 

• The Boy Who Cried Wolf 
• The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing 
• The Maid and the Milk Pail 
• The Goose and the Golden Eggs 

Stories: 
• The Boy at the Dike (Folktale from Holland) 
• Jack in the Beanstalk 
• The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
• Rapunzel 

Poetry: 
• Hope (Langston Hughes) 
• I Know All the Sounds the Animals Make (Jack Prelutsky) 
• My Shadow (Robert Louis Stevenson) 

Student-selected Resources: 
• Fiction and Nonfiction Grade-Level Books -- (teacher-approved) 

Suggested Supplemental Resources: 
• Time for Kids magazine 
• Weekly Reader magazine 
• National Geographic Explorer magazine – K-1 Young Explorer 
• Evan Moor Daily Reading Comprehension Grade 1 
• Poetry Sites – Poetry4Kids (http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems) 

Leveled Books: 
 

Fountas & Pinnell   Letters C-I 
DRA Levels 4-16 
Rigby PM Benchmark Levels 3-16 
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GRADE 1 

UNIT TITLE Reading - Foundational Skills  

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaborations 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, science, mathematics 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• The ability to read a variety of texts requires 
independence, fluency and comprehension 
skills. 

 

• Does understanding a text’s structure help student to 
better understand its meaning? 

• How are sounds represented by letters? 

• How does the student figure out a word he/she does not 
know? 

• What does the student do when he/she does not 
understand everything in the text? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Understand the basic features of a sentence (i.e. first word capitalization and ending punctuation). 
•  Recognize printed materials provide information. 
• Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words with long and short vowels. 
• Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
• Distinguish and product long from short vowel sounds in spoken and written single-syllable words. 
• Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken and written single-syllable words. 
•  Demonstrate knowledge of sound-symbol relationships, including phonemes, blends, consonant clusters, digraphs 

and dipthongs (See Appendix A). 
• Read 1st grade sight words. 
• Read 1st grade sight words (See Appendix A). 
•  Read grade-level words accurately and fluently. 

 
 

Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

• Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 
2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

• Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
• Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends. 
• Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 
• Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds (phonemes). 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
• Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters that represent one sound). 
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• Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
• Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 
• Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 
• Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 
• Read words with inflectional endings. 
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Speaking and Listening 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

• Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
• Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

• Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
• Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
• Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 
• Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything). 
• Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 
• Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
• Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 
• Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 
• Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 
• Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to 

prompts. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

• Capitalize dates and names of people. 
• Use end punctuation for sentences. 
• Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 
• Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 
• Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
an array of strategies.  

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 
• Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  
• Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 
• Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in 

intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Project Read activities 

 

Differentiation 
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• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes/Dictations 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Project READ: 
Phonics Guide and Lesson Plans Volume 1- Units  7,9,10,11,&13 and  Volume 2- Units 15-21 
Use Phonics & Red Words guideline chart  (33 Red Words) 

Spelling: 
Use Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book Spelling Words List (3 pages) 

        Suggested Spelling Lists:  
Black Copy Master Spelling Lessons and Activities for Volume 2 of the Phonics Guide and Lesson Plans  

http://www.projectread.com/black-copy-master-spelling-lessons-and-activities-for-volumes-1-3-of-the-phonics-guide-     
and-lesson-plans-item--bmspellset-p-192.html 

Fry High-Frequency Words : 
Additional Sight Word List Fry High Frequency Words First Grade - 150 (Words 51-200) 

 http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 
Suggested Videos/Dramatic Performances: 

  Between the Lions (PBS Tapes) 
Current Anthology: 

Team Spirit, Grade 1, Scholastic (1996) 
Leveled Books: 

Fountas & Pinnell   Letters C-I 
DRA Levels 4-16 
Rigby PM Benchmark Levels 3-16 
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GRADE 1 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Communication and Collaborations 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, science, math, technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Writing as a process includes planning, 
editing, and publishing. 

• Different types of writing pieces serve 
different purposes. 

•  How do students begin to learn how to write different types of 
writing pieces? 

•  How are details added to writing pieces to strengthen writing? 

• What digital tools can be used to produce and publish writing? 

• How can provided sources be used to gather information? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Write opinion pieces and supply reasons the opinion, and sense of closure. 
• Write informative/explanatory text providing facts, and a sense of closure.  
• Write narratives recounting two or more sequenced events including details about what happened, using transitional 

words, and providing a sense of closure. 
• Participate in shared research and writing projects (i.e. write a “how-to” to provide a sequence of instructions.) 
• Recall information from experiences or gathered information from provided sources to answer a question. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking (see 

Standard Language 1 for specified list). 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

(see Standard Language 2 for specified list). 
• Demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, and word relationships with guidance. 
• Use words, phrases, and conjunctions acquired in writing. 

 

Content Standards 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and 
provide some sense of closure. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 
3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal 
words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as 
needed. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.  
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of 
instructions). 
8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
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Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
• Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
• Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
• Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
• Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
• Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
• Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 
• Recognize and name end punctuation. 
• Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
• Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Writing Center Activities 
• Project Read Activities 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 

• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Framing Your Thoughts, Project Read, (1997) 
Team Spirit, Grade 1, Scholastic (1996) 
Journal Entries & Picture Sequencing Projects 
Strategies for Writers, Grade 1, Zaner-Bloser, Inc. (2013) 
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GRADE 1 

UNIT TITLE Speaking & Listening 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Communication and Collaborations 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, science, mathematics 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• A student’s overall proficiency in language arts 
will advance when opportunities for listening 
and conversation occur about a variety of topics 
in diverse groups. 

• Practicing established guidelines for listening 
and conversation will enable students to 
express themselves clearly. 

• How can lessons be designed to assist students to 
formulate verbal responses that are clear? 

• What methods can be utilized so students can recall 
information they have heard or need clarification on? 

• When do students need to listen and when do they 
need to join in on a conversation appropriately? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Converse with diverse partners about topics appropriate and relevant to kindergarten in small and large groups 

• Follow agreed upon guidelines for discussion groups 

• Ask relevant questions about text read aloud and information presented orally to clarify understanding if 
something is not understood. 

• Seek help by asking questions about getting information 

• Describe familiar people, places, things and events with support to provide details 

• Speak audibly to express thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly  

• Demonstrate the conventions of standard English when speaking 

• Use words and phrases acquired through conversations 

 

Content Standards 

Speaking and Listening 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

• Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
• Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read Alouds 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Storybooks 
Cross-Curriculum Materials 
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APPENDIX A 
Phonics, Sight, & Spelling Word Lists 

Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book Volumes 1 & 2 
PHONICS & SIGHT WORDS  (33 Red Words) 

 
BRIEF REVIEW: 

 
Units 1-14 

 
Vowels: a, i, o, e, u 
Blends:-ck 
Red Words (sight words):  the, to, have, said, was, of, you, what, are, put, could, would, 
should, they, your, Mr., Mrs.  

 
Unit 7 

 
Blends: qu 
Red Words (sight words): of 

 
Consonant Ending 

Blends 
Unit 9-10 

 
Blends: -ss, -ll, -ff, -zz, -ng, -nk 
Red Words (sight words): you, what 

 
The “H” brothers 

Unit 11 

 
Blends: ch, wh, th, sh 
Red Words (sight words): are, put 

 
Beginning 

Consonant Blends 
Unit 13 

 
Blends: sl, bl, fl, cl, gl, pl, 
Red Words (sight words): they, your, Mr. Mrs. 
 

 
Syllables 

Unit 15 

 
Syllables: elephant (VCCV words) and jelly bean (VC & CVC) words 
Red Words (sight words): into   

 
Consonant 

Clusters 
Unit 16  

 
Clusters: str, spr, spl, scr 
Red Words (sight words): were 
 

 
Ending Blends 

Unit 17 

 
Blends: -st, -nt, -mp, -sk, -sp, -nd, -ld, -lp, -lk, -lt, -ft, -pt, -ct 
Red Words (sight words): two, do, many, any 

Digraph & 
Common Ending 

Suffixes 
Unit 18 

 
Blends: -tch 
Suffixes: -s, -es  
 

 
Bossy “r” 

Unit 19 

 
Blends: ar, er, ir, ur 
Red Words (sight words): who, come, some 

 
Open Syllable & 

Suffixes 
Unit 20 

 
Suffixes: -ed 
Red Words (sight words): very, once, whose 
 

 
Magic Final e 

Unit 21 

 
Suffixes: -ing 
Red Words (sight words): here, from, give, live 
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ADDITIONAL SIGHT WORDS 
Fry High Frequency Words - 150 (Words 51-200)  

Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

51. will 85. been 119. our 153. end 187. animal 

52. up 86. call 120. just 154. does 188. house 
53. other 87. who 121. name 155. another 189. point 

54. about 88. oil 122. good 156. well 190. page 
55. out 89. its 123. sentence 157. large 191. letter 
56. many 90. now 124. man 158. must 192. mother 
57. then 91. find 125. think 159. big 193. answer 
58. them 92. long 126. say 160. even 194. found 

59. these 93. down 127. great 161. such 195. study 
60. so 94. day 128. where 162. because 196. still 
61. some 95. did 129. help 163. turn 197. learn 
62. her 96. get 130. through 164. here 198. should 
63. would 97. come 131. much 165. why 199. America 

64. make 98. made 132. before 166. ask 200. world 
65. like 99. may 133. line 167. went  
66. him 100. part 134. right 168. men  
67. into 101. over 135. too 169. read  
68. time 102. new 136. mean 170. need  

69. has 103. sound 137. old 171. land  
70. look 104. take 138. any 172. different  

71. two 105. only 139. same 173. home  
72. more 106. little 140. tell 174. us  
73. write 107. work 141. boy 175. move  
74. go 108. know 142. follow 176. try  
75. see 109. place 143. came 177. kind  
76. number 110. year 144. want 178. hand  
77. no 111. live 145. show 179. picture  
78. way 112. me 146. also 180. again  
79. could 113. back 147. around 181. change  

80. people 114. give 148. form 182. off  
81. my 115. most 149. three 183. play  
82. than 116. very 150. small 184. spell  
83. first 117. after 151. set 185. air  
84. water 118. thing 152. put 186. away  
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Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 

SPELLING WORDS (page 1 of 3) 
(These could be assessed every week based on the phoni cs skill being learned that week) 

qu -ff -ng th bl 
quit off bang thick black 

quick  song math blob 
quack  long thin bled 

  gang bath blab 
  ring thank bless 
  wing with blank 
  sing this block 
   think blank 
   that  
     

-ss -zz ch sh Fl 
miss jazz chin hush flag 
pass fizz chip ship flip 
kiss  chat shot flat 
bass  chill fish flash 
mass  chop lash flock 

  inch wish flap 
  pinch cash fled 
   shall flesh 
   shock fling 
   dash  
   shop  
   dish  
   she  
     

-ll -nk wh sl cl 
fill bank which slap class 
will tank whip slam cling 
hill sank whiff slip clap 
pill yank whip slab clash 
mill ink what slick cliff 
gill sink where sled clock 
bill wink when slim click 
sill pink  slop clang 

quill link  slit clam 
jill  mink   slack cloth 
rill honk  slid clip 

doll     
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Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 
SPELLING WORDS (page 2 of 3) 

 
Pl Spl -sk -nd -lk 

plan splash desk and milk 
plot split tusk blond silk 
plod  dusk bend hulk 

  mask band sulk 
  risk blend elk 
  disk land walk 
   send talk 
   hand  
   grand  
     

Str Scr -sp -mp -lp 
strong scrap gasp jump help 
stress scrub crisp stamp gulp 
strap scram grasp stump yelp 
struck   clamp  
strum   camp  
string   pump  
strip   dump  

strung     
     
     
     
     
     

Spr -st -nt -ld -lt 
spring gust went held felt 
sprang dust hint weld melt 
sprung fist bent  kilt 
sprig best print  tilt 

 crust slant  wilt  
 fast hunt   
 bust dent   
 rust plant   
 pest sent   
 frost    
 list    
 cast    
 chest    
 trust    
 must    
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Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 
SPELLING WORDS (page 3 of 3) 

-ft -tch ar u -ed 
left match car turn jumped 
soft pitch charm burn lifted 
swift hatch jar turf grabbed 
raft stitch dark church fished 
drift stretch arch  added 
lift witch star  played 
 latch smart  baked 
 switch park  picked 
 (exceptions):  start  landed 
 much yard  helped 
 such sharp  skipped 
 rich mark  walked 
 which yarn  thanked 
  bark  darted  
  card   
  far   
     

-pt -s er or Magic e 
kept cats her or note 

swept dogs fern for joke 
apt pans stern cork chase 

 paths sister born stove 
 pets brother corn mile 
 socks winter cord home 
 runs better torn slide 
 jumps hammer sort lake 
 cracks rubber form close 
 bends blister short skate 
 begs mother port rope 
  father north cute 
   torch hope 
   storm while 
   stork ride 
   sport slide 
    use 
    home 
    ate 
    broke 
    bone 
    cake 
    bike 
     

-ct -es ir Open Syllables -ing 
act dishes first me singing 
fact glasses skirt hi helping 

insect boxes birch no drifting 
 catches girl be jumping 
 stretches squirm I asking 
  twirl we sliding 
  bird go closing 
  dirt so slipping 
   he winning 
   lasso running 
   banjo cutting  
   bingo going 
   jumbo  
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